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ourselves and kit on board. Vladikavkas was reached that evening. 
Next day we drove in a car to Kasbek and over the main road to 
Tillis. Unfortunately the entire trip ,was in rain and cloud and we 
saw nothing of the mountains. 

[From Tiflis the party proceeded to Batum and thence by steamer 
-in 3~ days along the coast, via Yalta and Sevastopol, to Odessa.] 

At Odessa I proceeded to the 'Inturist' office to draw the 750 
German marks I had placed via Berlin. No one would pay any 
attention; moreover the deposit receipt was in my pocket-book 
stolen at Moscow. Even a telegram to the Chief Director at Moscow, 
who had promised to arrange everything at once, met with the 
reply 'I know nothing about it.' As we had practically no money, 
tickets for the ship were given to us to Constantinople, endorsed 
that payment would be made from Zurich. Six months after our 
return to Zurich the remainder of the money due to us was repaid.4 

We had experienced many pleasant but also far more evil and 
trying adventures. I cannot end without paying a tribute to our 
dear and unforgotten comrade, Paul Buhler, whom we left behind 
in his icy grave. To him I bid a last farewell. 

[We are greatly indebted to Herr W eckert for his very interesting 
narrative. Edi tor, 'A.J.'] 

MT. TRONADOR (11,380 FT.). 

Some 1934 Attempts. 

lHE year 1934 will long be remembered in the mountaineering 
history of the Tronador, as in the space of a week the mountain 

suffered its first complete defeat and claimed its first victims. 
The first conquest went to Herr G. Claussen, a German engineer, 

resident for many years in the district, who utilized the eastern ridge 
between the Alerce and Castana Overa rivers and followed the route 
shown on photo No. 1. Leaving his camp at a height of 5300 ft., 
he set out alone at 4 A.M. on January 30, 1934, and attained the 
point ' .A.,' marking the commencement of a difficult horizontal 
traverse on steep ice, at 4 P.M. Thence he took 6 hours to complete 
the traverse and climb the remaining 150ft. He had perfect weather 
for his climb, and as the night of the 30th was windless an amazing 
coincidence which anyone who knows this stormy region will 
appreciate he spent all night on the top in order to obtain a set of 

4 The rest of the journey was accomplished by Italian steamer 
via the Dardanelles, Piraeus, Corinth Canal and the Dalmatian 
coast to Venice. Thence by rail to Zurich. Editor. 
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PHOTO No. 2. ' VEST SIDE OF TRONADOR FRO)I 'fliE ATR. 
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Mt. Tronador. 371 

photographs at sunrise. This accomplished, he ·commenced the 
descent at 6.30 A.M. on January 31,. arriving back at his camp at 
4 in the afternoon a fine feat of endurance. The last part of the 
horizontal traverse from ' A ' was doubly difficult for him as the 
continuous step-cutting in tough ice had bent the pick of his axe 
through nearly 30°, so that in its manipulation considerable nicety 
was required. _ 

Meanwhile a party of four Italians two mo11ntaineers and two 
non-climbing friends who were to act merely in support were attack
ing the mountain from the N., i.e. utilizing our 1932 'Picada,' from 
Las Canteras up the Rio Tronador valley(' A.J.' 45, 332- 3). 

This party, on February 2, established their last and highest camp 
(No. IV) at a height of about 6600 ft. between the Pangue and Trona
dor Glaciers~ and spent the following day in a reconnaissance of the 
last 5000 ft. On February 4 the two climbing members of the 
party Durando and Matteoda left camp at 4 A.M., steering a 
course to pass to the W. of the Pi co Chileno, thence to the ' Col 
Reichert ' and so to the top. They were never seen again, nor has 
any search party to date been able to throw any light, other than 
conjectural, on their fate. A severe storm broke over the mountain 
in the morning, shortly after they left their camp, lasting in intense 
form for 20 hours and with only slightly less ferocity for 3 days. 
This prevented their companions from descending to report the 
accident and was the cause of the delay, possibly fatal, in sending 
out search parties. The disaster must be attributed to sheer bad 
luck, as the ability of both was beyond question. Among other 
great feats Matteoda had been on the Nobile relief expedition.1 

I can speak with some feeling of the storm in which the Italians were 
lost, as on the morning of February 4 Dr. Neumeyer (founder and 
president of the Andine Club) and I were making our second attempt 
on the summit, following Claussen's route. 

Leaving Bariloche on January 30, we had established our base on 
the 31st in a commodious cave at 5700 ft. or some 200ft. above the 
tree-line, and had made our first attempt on February 1. On this 
occasion we had been forced to retreat on reaching the 'Hoyo ' (about 
10,000 ft.) owing to a high wind which was at times sufficient to blow 
us bodily sideways out of our tracks. February 4 witnessed our 
second attempt on the top. Leaving camp by the light of a three
quarter moon at 1.45 A.M., we followed our previous tracks via 
point 2380 m. and the Hoyo. The night was warm and the snow 
ominously soft; puffs of wind, now hot, now cold, did little to induce 
high spirits. A lurid dawn 4! hours after the start showed us un
mistakably that we were in for bad weather, but we had progressed 
so well, being now within 1500 ft. of the top, that we hoped to bag 
the elusive peak before the turn for the worse arrived. 

· 1 And in the first ascent of the N.E. arete of the Grandes Jorasses 
i~ 1927. A..J. 41, 203-7. 
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Crampons were put on at the foot of the snow ridge ' R ' and the 
rope lengthened to give 90 ft. between us in anticipation of the 
awkward steps on the promontory and Claussen's traverse. 
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Excellent progress was made as far as the knoll at the S. end of the 
promontory, but here proceedings were slowed up for the negotiation 
of a side-slope in ice at a steep angle, in the middle of which a rock 

• 



~ 

t> ->
d 

0 

Cave 
t 

• 

Photo, H. de la Jf oil e. ] 

PHOTO N o. 3. s~o { J 'l' OF ALEHCE G LA C IER .FRO~I BASE CA)lP. 

• 
": 

: To face p. ;) i '!. 



l)hoto, E . de Ia Jl ollr .] 

J>JJ 01'0 Xo . ..f.. ~fAC\'A I S P .·\ S ox l~HO:'. I O:\TOH\ 
(FOH E. '1 I OJt T E:'\ ED) . 

CHILE A.HGE:\Tl:\.\ . 

J '/mt o, 1~·. de Ia Jf oil e. ] 

PHOTO ~0 . ;), FI:'\:\L PEAK FR0 :\1 PR0:\10)\ 'J'OHY. 

X indi<·a.f0s highrsf' point reachC'cl by n.· . 



Mt. Tronador. 373 

was set whose overhang introduced a problem requiring some delicacy 
of balance for its solution (see photo No. 4). Apart from this the 
promontory provides no difficulty other than a certain exposure, 
and after some 30 minutes of step-cutting greatly facilitated by 
the remains of Claussen's steps we arrived on its crest. 

Hitherto our route had been well sheltered from the wind blowing 
from the W. and which had been steadily gaining in strength, but 
up on the promontory things took on a different aspect. The wind 
tore at the rope between us, so that it bellied out over the eastern 
precipices, forcing us to exercise considerable care to avoid being 
pulled over in its w~ke. Once across the connecting ridge, however, 
we found shelter behind the mass of the final pyramid. From here 
Claussen's steps could be seen plainly along the entire length of the 
last traverse, and we noticed that for a short stretch of some 10 ft. 
he had been compelled to cut, not only steps, but a continuous. 
shelf. Along this traverse a start was made at 10 A.M., but it was 
found that additional intermediate steps were required owing to the 
difference between our stature and that of Claussen, so that our rate 
of progress was slower than had been hoped. Fingerholds also had 
to be cut. At 10.25 a severe gust sweeping round the peak made us 
realize the precarious nature of the traverse, and retreat was decided 
on. It is possible, if the conjecture made by Count Aldo Bonacossa 
as a result of his subsequent search for Durando and Matteoda is 
correct, that we were at this moment within 200 yards of the ill-fated 
pair, but owing to our different lines of approach, each party was in 
complete ignorance of the movements of the other. 

From our position on the promontory i~ could now be seen that. 
the whole mountain below about 10,000 ft. was wrapped in thick 
snow clouds, but above this level visibility was normal; so that we 
were fortunately able to see to get off the difficult section. This was 
lucky, as once down to the 'Hoyo' vision was limited by the snow
storm to some 25 yards. From here downwards great care had to be 
exercised in discovering our uphill tracks on which alone depended 
our chance of finding the cave. The wind was such that progress 
in the gusts was impossible. Thanks, however, to Dr. Neumeyer's 
ability in track finding, we arrived at our camp at 3.15 P.M. and 
crawled into sleeping-bags, which we did not leave until February 6. 
So ended our second attempt. A third was made on February 9, 
but the quantity of new snow fallen in the recent storm compelled 
us to retire after reaching 11,200 ft. In particular the ascent of the 
S. knoll of the promontory required 1! hours' work in place of the 
30 minutes previously spent. 

On the day following our third attempt February 10 I returned 
to Bariloche, my leave being up, but Dr. Neumeyer remained on 
the mountain to examine a ne'Y" and better access to the promontory 
and to prospect for a feasible hut site. It was not until I had reached 
the hotel that I heard of the tragedy which had occurred on the N. 
side of the peak. A search party had left the previous evening and 
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A Superiority Complex ? 

a naval seaplane had been promised for the following day. This 
did not materialize until February 16, when any chance of finding 
the climbers from the air was greatly diminished. Photo No. 2, 
which I took on the third and last fruitless flight, shows the route 
which they had stated their intention of following. This same route 
was taken in the last week of February by a party led by Count Aldo 
Bonacossa. They came to the opinion that the bodies of the missing 
men lay in the long crevasse immediately to the E. of the ' Col 
Reichert,' but as they had not the necessary equipment to make the 
detailed search required by the situation, they did not prolong their 
stay at their high camp. This party made the first ascent of the 
Pi co Chileno before proceeding north to join their companions on 

. Aconcagua. 
The departure of Bonacossa and his party has not closed the inci

dent, however. At the time of writing, another search party under 
the auspices of the Andine Club is on the peak, and it is hoped that 
their efforts will clear up definitely 'the question of the fate of the 
two unfortunate mountaineers. 

Such, briefly, has been the part played by the Tronador in 1934 
in Andine mountaineering. It has served to emphasize, what was 
already known by local climbers, that the mountain is one which 
possesses exceptional bad weather characteristics, combined with a 
final pyramid which, judged by any standards, is difficult even on 

· its easiest side. 
As the years pass, and with the aid of the hut under contemplation 

by the Andine Club, and which will be built at about 7500 ft., Mt. 
Tronador will doubtless be climbed many times, but I venture to 
assert it will continue to compel the respect as well as the admiration 
of its attackers. 

• 

E. DE LA MoTTE. 

----- - - ·-- - . -----·---------- ------------ -

A SuPERIORITY CoMPLEX ? 

E yield to no one in admiration for the German overseas 
parties led by Rickmers, Bauer, Borchers, Merkl, and others. 

The modesty of these parties has been excelled only by their skill ; 
moreover to quote this JOURNAL ' they have left invariably the 
best possible impressions behind them,' in the regions explored and 
visited. But for the present-day German mountaineer in the Alps, 
wonder replaces admiration. There is no lack of skill on rocks at 
any rate but judgment and even an elementary knowledge of the 
ethics of mountaineering are often conspicuously absent. In these 
pages it has been too frequently our task to relate some unjustifiable 
exploit and, in the same number, to record the inevitable disaster 
accruing to the perpetrator. While regretting the folly of it all, we 
mourn the loss of promising lives. 
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